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HITLERISM MARCHES ON 


ITLER’S much advertised economic program 
Was announced on May 1—now christened 
‘Day of National Labor’—at a mass meeting in 
Berlin attended by a million and a half persons. 
In his speech outlining the program, broadcast 
throughout the country, the Chancellor gave little 
definite information regarding the actual meas- 
ures contemplated or the means of carrying them 
out. His plan contains the following proposals: 
introduction of a year’s compulsory manual labor 
for male citizens; agricultural relief through 
adoption of reforms which will restore agriculture 
to its primary place in the nation’s economic sys- 
tem; unemployment relief through a huge public 
works program comprising road and waterway 
construction, as well as public and private build- 
ing; promotion of private industrial initiative by 
relaxation of rigid union wage scales and revision 
of existing cartel commitments; and reduction of 
present interest rates. For the rest, Hitler sought 
to convince the Germans that they are not a 
second-class people, stressing their new-found 
unity and proclaiming the blessings and dignity 
of manual labor. The introduction of compulsory 
labor for a year, Hitler explained, is designed to 
abolish internal class warfare, eliminate “Marx- 
ism” and teach the German people to “think of 
themselves as simply members of one great com- 
munity.” The economic program is to be exe- 
cuted within a year, but the Chancellor gave no 
indication of how the heavy expense which it must 
entail is to be met. Moreover, in discussing the 
agricultural question which he described as the 
central point in his program Herr Hitler, con- 
trary to expectation, said nothing about the neces- 
sity of dividing up the large bankrupt estates. 
Meanwhile, however, Nazi seizure of power all 
along the line is becoming daily more complete. 
There are indications that, despite Hitler’s omis- 
sion of the details of contemplated agricultural 
reforms, the exclusion from the government of 


his present Nationalist colleagues, representing 
big agriculture and industry, is merely a matter 
of time. The position of Minister of Economics 
and Agriculture Hugenberg, leader of the Nation- 
alist party, is growing steadily more precarious. 
Minister of Labor Seldte, who for years has been 
head of the Steel Helmet Veterans’ Association, 
has now joined the National Socialist party, and 
his Steel Helmets have been merged with the Nazi 
Storm Troops under Hitler’s command. The com- 
bined private armies have thus a total of at 
least 1,600,000 men. Furthermore, a Nazi secret 
police force modeled on the Soviet OGPU and com- 
manded by Captain Goering has been created, os- 
tensibly to combat “Reds” within the Reich. 

Of even greater importance in the consolidation 
of their power has been seizure by the Nazis of 
control of the once powerful German Trade 
Unions, both Socialist and Christian (Catholic). 
On May 2, a Nazi “committee of action” occupied 
the buildings and offices of the Socialist unions, 
arrested their principal leaders, seized the labor 
banks and cooperatives, and impounded the bank 
accounts of leaders and unions. As a result, the 
staunchest supporters of the German Republic 
have now come under Nazi domination. The 
Catholic unions and the republican Hirsch- 
Duncker unions surrendered unconditionally to 
Hitler’s leadership late on the same day. The 
Nazis plan to organize one big union under their 
control which will complete the “harmonization” 
of German labor with the new government. 

Despite carefully worded official statements 
concerning foreign policy, the Hitler régime is 
inculeating a spirit of aggressive militaristic na- 
tionalism which, for the time being, manifests 
itself in parades and patriotic demonstrations. 
These celebrations are obviously designed to amuse 
and occupy the German masses, among whom there 
are, according to a recent statement of Hitler 
himself, some eight million unemployed. The 
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outside world, already uneasy because of the ter- 
ror and persecutions which accompanied the so- 
called “National Revolution” in Germany, regards 
with growing anxiety such activities as the plan 
for a mass demonstration in Diisseldorf on May 
28 in honor of a German martyr shot by the 
French during the Ruhr occupation of 1923. 
German obstructionist tactics at the Disarmament 
Conference, which have recently become more 
marked, were frankly criticized in London on 
May 9 by Mr. Norman Davis in a talk with Alfred 
Rosenberg, Hitler’s foreign affairs adviser. De- 
claring that these tactics imperil the existence of 
the Conference, Mr. Davis stated that the United 
States would never consent to any form of re- 


armament. 
t MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER 


Republican Spain Faces a Crisis 


As a result of the municipal elections of April 
23, Spain’s two-year-old Republic faces the hard- 
est test of its career. These elections were con- 
fined to the 2,500 villages, about a third of the 
total, which gave uncontested majorities to the 
monarchists in the eventful election of 1931. The 
coalition government, dominated by the Socialists 
and led by Prime Minister Azafia, had hoped that 
the municipal elections would result in a victory 
for the administration. However, although the 
Azafia party captured 5,048 seats, or about one- 
third of the total, the remaining two-thirds went 
to the Opposition, being divided almost equally 
between the Right-wing Republicans and the Mon- 
archists. 


The municipal elections have weakened the po- 
sition of the government, which is under attack 
from both Right and Left. Despite the passage 
of the Land Reform law, little progress has been 
made in the distribution of agrarian property, 
and ‘the peasants, in many cases, have forcibly 
seized large estates. The Anarcho-Syndicalists 
and the Communists, both hostile to the Socialists 
in power, have already been responsible for three 
of the four revolts which the Republic has had 
to crush. According to the Left extremists, the 
government is moving far too slowly in the 
realization of its program. 


Meanwhile, the forces of the Right are deter- 
mined to check “the mad pace of the revolution 
toward proletarianism.” Not only are the land- 
owners opposed to the government’s agrarian re- 
forms, but the church has been antagonized by 
the cabinet’s educational policy, as expressed in 
the establishment of 9,000 new government 
schools and the bill on religious congregations now 
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under discussion in the Cortes. This bill proposes 
to nationalize all ecclesiastical property.and for. 
bids clericals to teach anything except religion. 


Headed by Alejandro Lerroux, leader of the 
Right-wing Republicans, the conservative opposi- 
tion opened its parliamentary attack against the 
government in February. Failing in an attempt 
to force the resignation of the cabinet, the con- 
servatives resorted to filibustering tactics, such as 
the introduction of hundreds of insignificant 
amendments to government bills. The Cabinet, 
determined to press the law on religious congre- 
gations through the Cortes, has threatened to 


apply the “gag” rule. CHARLES A. THOMSON 
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